A comparative study of heritage law in relation to cultural factors, in particular the issues facing modern communities living with ancient sites. /Uno studio comparativo su legge di eredità (dei beni culturali) rispetto ai fattori culturali, in particolare le edizioni che affrontano le comunità moderne che vivono con i luoghi antichi.

Initial Report on Data Gathering 

Easter week

 April 2009

A week long data gathering exercise was carried out by Claudine Gerrard between Friday 3rd April and Saturday 11th April 2009, as part of a larger study concerning heritage assets and their management/conservation within modern settings and communities. 

The aim of the survey week was really twofold, to identify if visitors (in particular tourists) were aware of the site’s World Heritage Site Status (WHS) and to find out what their motivation was for visiting the archaeological site. 

Data was collected not only regarding what respondents knew but also who they were, for example; male/female, age, nationality and place of residence, to allow a deeper analysis of results at a later stage in respect of respondents’ personal details/background i.e. demographics in relation to responses.

This report however pulls together some initial results concerning respondent demographics, basic respondent awareness and value judgements made by respondents concerning the archaeological site and WHS status. 

At the end of the week a first count showed approximately 430 responses from question form count, following a final data collation the total has increased to 493, this increase is due to a number of group responses on single forms which were not identified in the initial count.

At the beginning of the week data showing the total number of visitors to site for the same month last year was reviewed and a decision taken to aim for a 5 percent sample thereof as the data set for this survey. Information on visitor numbers can be accessed on the Soprintendenza Archaeologia Di Pompeii’s web site at http://www.pompeiisites.org/ in the Dati Visitori section.
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The pie chart below show the split between male and female respondents to the survey over the week, as you can see the numbers are relatively even, a small number (12) did not respond to the gender question and these have not been included here.
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The above pie chart shows the number of survey form completed in different languages, from the total of responses gathered. The form was made available in four languages English, French, Italian and Spanish, a note was kept of all respondents’ nationality alongside this, but this will be addressed at a later date. At present it will be assumed that generally the language of form used was an indicator of mother tongue. We can see from the chart that the majority of respondents were English language mother tongue, followed by French and Italian in similar number and then by Spanish mother tongue.
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The following pie chart shows the split between those respondents who were aware of Herculaneum’s World Heritage Site status (WHS) and those who were not aware of the status, from the total of responses gathered. 149 respondents, a larger number than might have been expected, were not aware of the status, however 329 respondents of the total were aware of the WHS status. Of the total 329 respondents aware of the WHS status only 44 respondents said that the WHS status was a factor influencing their decision to visit the archaeological site.

Visitors were also asked to provide a response to value judgment questions, the first of these was ‘Do you consider WHS status important?’ to which respondents were given options on a sliding scale from ‘Very important’ to ‘Very Unimportant’ with a diminishing scale of 5-1 between these two definite options to select; the second of these value judgment questions was ‘Would you agree that the inclusion of this site [Herculaneum] on the list of World Heritage Sites is important?’ the sliding scale this time from ‘Strongly agree’ to ‘Strongly disagree’ with the same diminishing scale of 5-1 between these two definite options.

Of the total 493 respondents 392 placed the importance of WHS status at a value level of 4 or above on the sliding scale, at the 108 of these respondents placed WHS status importance at level ‘4’, 123 respondents placed WHS status at importance level ‘5’ and 161 respondents placed WHS status at importance level ‘Very important’. Interestingly when respondents were then asked their level of agreement at the archaeological site of Herculaneum’s inclusion of the World Heritage List a greater number of respondents placed their judgments at value level ‘4’ and above. 432 respondents from the total 493 placed their level of agreement at ‘4’ and above, 70 respondents placed their level of agreement at the sites inclusion at value level ‘4’, 151 respondents at ‘5’ and 211 respondents placed their level of agreement at value level ‘Strongly agree’.
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